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"Avicenna has been interpreted as having held the real distinction between 'esse' and
'essence'; Averroes as having criticized him on this point: "Avicenna made a big
mistake here." A closer reading, however, will, I believe, reveal that Avicenna was
talking about two intelligible notes, 'intentiones' or 'dispositiones', in the
comprehension of a concept, whereas Averroes was pushing two different modes of
understanding that same content. St. Thomas thought that Averroes "was closer to
the truth." No Arabic scholar today would, so far as I can make out, read that real
distinction into this context. Avicenna has also been accused of holding an
independent order of possibles, just as Averroes was accused of holding a double
truth theory. Both charges were libels."
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