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"Conclusion.

Peirce explores two different hypotheses with respect to classifying the phaneron’s
constituents. The first is that they may be classified according to the three basic
predicate forms of firstness, secondness, and thirdness. This is the formal
classification and the one to which Peirce devotes the most energy. The second is
that the phaneron’s constituents may be classified on a continuum between
positiveness and negativeness.

There are only hints throughout Peirce’s manuscripts as to how such a classification
is to work. Nonetheless, Peirce evidently holds that the formal and material
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categories can be combined to construct a sort of “phanerochemical” table of
constituents.

Much as the chemical elements are classified by their periodicity and atomic weight,
a phanerochemical table of constituents would have (I) as its columns (A) firstness,
secondness, and thirdness, including these in (B) their logical ingredient relations
(the firstness of secondness, the secondness of thirdness, etc.) and (C) their
degenerate and genuine forms and (II) as its rows degrees of intensity between
positiveness and negativeness.

Yet it must be admitted that Peirce’s project remains largely unfinished and its
prospects remain uncertain." (p. 74)
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original contributions, viz., a set of universal categories appearing in thought, nature
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