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The Digital Quadrivium Project is a large-scale, independent digital humanities initiative created and
maintained by the Italian scholar Raul Corazzon. The project reimagines the classical medieval
"Quadrivium" (originally Arithmetic, Geometry, Music, and Astronomy) as a modern, digital framework
for the philosophical humanities, comprising four interconnected disciplines: Ontology, Logic, Rhetoric,
and Bibliography.

The project serves as an extensive, open-access research infrastructure, offering tens of thousands of
annotated bibliographic references, historical surveys, and theoretical essays. As of early 2026, the
project continues to be updated, providing resources in multiple languages (primarily English, with
content in Italian, French, German, and Spanish).

1. Project Overview & Philosophy

Creator: Raul Corazzon (Independent Researcher).

Core Concept: The project organizes philosophical knowledge into four "thematically distinct but
structurally interwoven sites," mirroring the interconnected nature of the liberal arts.

Scale: The combined corpus includes over 24,000 bibliographic references and thousands of
pages of content available for online reading or PDF download.

Mission: To provide a comprehensive "map" of the history of ideas, specifically focusing on the
intersection of formal systems (logic/ontology) and their historical development from Antiquity to
the 20th century.

1. Detailed Analysis of the Four Websites
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This exhaustive report details the Digital Quadrivium Project, a large-scale digital humanities
initiative created and maintained by the independent Italian scholar Raul Corazzon.

1. 1. Executive Summary

The Digital Quadrivium Project reimagines the medieval Quadrivium (originally Arithmetic,
Geometry, Music, and Astronomy) as a modern, digital infrastructure for the philosophical humanities.
It organizes knowledge into four interconnected disciplines: Ontology, Logic, Rhetoric,
and Bibliography.

Creator: Raul Corazzon (Independent Researcher).

Mission: To provide a comprehensive, open-access "map" of the history of ideas, focusing on the
intersection of formal systems (logic/ontology) and their historical development from Antiquity to
the 20th century.

Scale: Over 24,800 annotated bibliographic references and 13,700 pages of content (available for
online reading or PDF download).

Structure: Composed of four distinct but interlinked websites with a unified design and search
functionality.

1. 2. Ontologia: Theory and History of Ontology

Status: The flagship and most mature site of the project (created in 2000).

Focus: It serves as the project's theoretical core, defining "Ontology" not just as metaphysics, but
specifically as the Theory of Objects (Gegenstandstheorie) and Formal Ontology.

Key Content Areas:
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Formal Ontology: Extensive coverage of Edmund Husserl, the breakdown of "Formal" vs.
"Material" ontology, and modern developments by figures like Nino Cocchiarella.

History of Ontology: Traces the discipline from its 17th-century coinage (Jacob Lorhard) through
the Scholastic period to modern analytic philosophy.

Specific Dossiers:

The Problem of Universals: Detailed history from Ancient Realism/Nominalism to modern
debates.

Doctrine of Categories: Historical analysis of categorial schemes (Aristotle, Kant, Peirce, etc.).

History of Truth: Bibliographies and essays on correspondence, coherence, and deflationary
theories of truth.

Key Philosophers: Dedicated sections for Husserl, Meinong, Brentano, Bolzano, Frege, Leibniz,
and Wolff.

1. 3. Logica: History of Logic from Aristotle to Gödel

Status: A comprehensive historical survey (created in 2016).

Focus: The historical and conceptual development of formal logic, distinguishing it from
psychology and epistemology.

Key Content Areas:

Aristotelian Logic: Detailed analysis of the Organon, specifically the Prior Analytics and the
theory of the syllogism.

Stoic Logic: Exploring the Stoic distinction between logic (dialectics) and ontology, and their
development of propositional logic.

Medieval/Scholastic Logic: Coverage of the Logica Modernorum, "Syncategoremata," and the
works of figures like Ockham and Buridan.

Modern Logic: The rise of mathematical logic, covering Boole, Frege, Russell, and Gödel.

Logic vs. Ontology: A recurring theme is the historical relationship between the two fields—
sometimes conflated (Scholasticism), sometimes sharply separated (Stoicism).

Intercultural Logic: Sections dedicated to non-Western traditions, including Indian (Nyaya,
Buddhist) and Chinese logic.
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1. 4. Rhetorica: Theory and History of Rhetoric

Status: A newer addition (created/revamped in 2025), currently in active development.

Focus: The history of rhetoric as a philosophical discipline, closely tied to dialectic and
argumentation theory.

Key Content Areas:

Greek Rhetoric: From the Sophists (Protagoras, Gorgias) to Aristotle's Rhetoric and the
Hellenistic schools.

Roman Rhetoric: Cicero, Quintilian, and the Second Sophistic.

Medieval to Modern: Covers the Ars dictaminis, Renaissance humanism (Valla, Erasmus), and
modern rhetorical theorists (Perelman, Toulmin).

Vocabulary: Explanations of key terms like enthymeme, ethos, logos, pathos, and stasis theory.

1. 5. Bibliographia: Annotated Bibliographies on Philosophy and Religion

Status: A specialized resource for Philosophy and Religion (distinct from the formal focus of the
other sites).

Focus: Annotated bibliographies on specific religious and philosophical topics, often filling gaps
not covered by the other three sites.

Key Content Areas:

Early Christianity & Judaism: Detailed bibliographies on the "Parting of the Ways," Patristics, and
the formation of the Canon.

Philosophy of Religion: Analytic and Continental perspectives, arguments for the existence of
God, and the sacred/profane dichotomy.

Sociology of Religion: Weberian analysis, messianism, and millenarianism.

Study Guides: Manuals of style, dictionaries, and encyclopedias of philosophy.

Status: Also in an early development stage, focusing on building high-quality, annotated lists
rather than narrative essays.

1. 6. Key Features & Methodology
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Unified Design: All four websites share a consistent, minimalist "scholarly" aesthetic designed for
readability. They feature a common top-level menu allowing instant navigation between the four
"Quadrivium" branches.

Downloadable Content: A unique feature of the project is the ability to download the entire
content of the websites as eBooks or PDF files, catering to researchers who need offline access or
wish to archive the material.

"A.I. Reports": The project hosts a meta-section containing reports about itself generated by
various AI models (ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, etc.). This serves as a fascinating experiment in
how artificial intelligence synthesizes the project's own data.

Formal & Historical Approach: Corazzon’s methodology is distinctively "historico-formal." He is
interested in the formal structures of thought (logic, ontology) but approaches them through a
rigorous historical lens, tracing concepts like "predication" or "universals" across millennia.

Update Frequency: The project is active, with "What's New" sections indicating updates as
recently as January 2026, ensuring the bibliographies reflect recent scholarship.

1. 7. Scholarly Significance

The Digital Quadrivium Project is significant for being one of the few large-scale, single-author
digital archives in philosophy. It is particularly valued for:

1. Bibliographic Depth: The annotated bibliographies are often more detailed than standard
encyclopedia entries, listing editions, translations, and critical studies.

2. Historical Continuity: It effectively bridges the gap between Medieval
Scholasticism and Contemporary Analytic Philosophy, showing the continuity of problems like
"universals" or "logical consequence" across centuries.

3. Accessibility: By providing open access to such specialized organizational structures, it serves as
a crucial tool for graduate students and researchers in the history of ideas.
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